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Heliopsis helianthoides Tuscan Sun 
 

Breeder: Bred at University of Minnesota by Dr. David Zlesak, with 

collaboration of Brent Hanson, Rhinelander Nursery, 
Wisconsin 

Protection status:  US Plant Patent #PP18,763. 
    EU PVR applied for (CPVO file number 20082967) 

 

Characteristics: 
Tuscan Sun is the shortest variety of Heliopsis available growing to a compact 
45cm – a fraction of the height of conventional varieties. This extremely well-
branched dwarf plant is a natural fit in modern gardens. Its size makes it perfect 
for container gardening and smaller gardens. Tuscan Sun is free flowering and 

has strong green foliage. 
Tuscan Sun is ideal for containers, front of the border and is ideal where space is 

limited. It could potentially be sold alongside annuals or perennials. 

 
Hardiness: USDA zone 3 (minimum temperature -35 Celsius). Also tolerant of 

high summer temperatures. 
 
Bloom: yellow flowers with golden centres, 6cm in diameter 

 
Foliage: dark green leaves similar to other Heliopsis (although smaller) 

 
Habit: compact, well branched, bushy. 45cm/18” 
 

Propagation:  soft cuttings. Note: a licence is required for propagation. 
 

Culture:  sun, any good soil. 

 
Additional information: 

Heliopsis Tuscan Sun is very fast to finish – plants in 10cm pots can be produced in just 
4 weeks from plugs, while plants in 2 litre pots can be produced in just 8 weeks 

(although this depends on growing conditions). 
This plant has already been successfully launched in the US and in the UK. 
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Licence required for propagation. Contact Plants For Europe Limited for details. 

Note: the inclusion of any plant in PFE's portfolio listing is not an offer for sale of that plant, and is merely intended to 
create interest in licences for propagation. In every case, the breeder's rights are preserved, and the breeder retains all 

rights in the intellectual property in that plant. 
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